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30.1  Interdicted Officers 

 

Further to paragraph of 12.1of the 2007-2008 Annual Audit Report, I adversely reported on 

costs incurred on interdicted officers and the time taken to finalise cases of interdiction. In 

order to manage more efficiently and economically the cases of interdiction of public 

officers, I recommended that consideration be made to set up a Public Service Tribunal and to 

revisit the legal provisions for disciplinary procedures. 

 

The Ministry of Civil Service and Administrative Reforms informed me in November 2007 

that consideration was being given to put in place a Fast Track mechanism with the 

collaboration of all parties concerned, i.e. the Police, the Attorney General’s Office and the 

Judiciary to deal with cases of officers under interdiction requiring prosecution in an 

expeditious manner. 

 

However, there was no marked improvement in the cases of officers interdicted in the public 

service as of April 2010. The number of interdicted officers in the government agencies 

totalled 258  as of February 2010 and salaries paid to them since interdiction totalled some  

Rs 137.5 million as shown in Table 30-1. 

 

Table 30-1  Status of Interdicted Officers 

 

 

No of years 

under 

interdiction 

Total  No of 

interdicted officers 

in February 2010 

Amount 

 

Rs 

< 1 year 71 9,113,453 

1 < 4 117 52,233,312 

4 < 7 44 46,153,713 

7 < 9 14 16,735,060 

9 < 11 11 11,913,365 

11 < 13 1 1,303,500 

Total 258 137,452,403 

 

 

Their annual salaries cost were estimated at Rs 48 million against some Rs 33.1 million paid 

to 241 interdicted officers as of June 2006.  

 

The above figure of 258 interdicted officers included 160 police officers to whom monthly 

salaries costs were estimated at some Rs 2.4 million. Also included were seven former 

customs officers interdicted up to 11 years.  
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30.1.1  Follow-up of Cases Reported in the previous Audit Reports 

 

At paragraphs 5.2, 12.1 and 12.1 of the three previous Annual Reports, it was mentioned  that 

there were 241 cases of interdiction as of 30 June 2006. Table 30-2 shows the status of the 

interdicted officers over the past four years up to February 2010: 

 

Table 30-2  Status of 241 Officers Interdicted at 30 June 2006 

 

 

 Number of 

Officers 

Reinstatement 110 

Retired 13 

Dismissed 25 

No data 13 

Passed away 5 

Total interdicted officers at February 2010 75 

Total 241 

 

 

 

Of these 241 interdicted officers, 75 are still under interdiction and they have already been 

paid some Rs 79.7 million since their interdiction. The annual salaries presently being paid to 

these 75 officers totalled some Rs 13.5 million and they have drawn individual salaries 

ranging from Rs 300,000 to Rs 2.3 million since their interdiction. 

 

An age analysis of the above 75 officers interdicted showed that these are very long 

outstanding  cases going up to even 13 years as of February 2010 and salaries being paid to 

them are shown in Table 30-3. 
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Table 30-3  Ageing Analysis of Interdicted Officers 

 

 

No of years 

officers under 

interdiction 

No of 

officers 

Amount 

 

Rs 

3 to 4 5 3,609,873 

4 > 7 44 46,153,713 

7 > 9 14 16,735,060 

9 > 11 11 11,913,365 

11 > 13 1 1,303,499 

Total 75 79,715,510 

 

 

 

30.1.2  New cases of interdiction after June 2006 

 

Some 219 new cases of interdiction have been reported between July 2006 and February 

2010 in 18 government agencies including 125 police officers. 32 of these 219 officers (14.6 

percent) have been reinstated up to February 2010. Government has disbursed some Rs 57.7 

million for the remaining 183 officers who were still interdicted as of February 2010. 

 

 

30.1.3  Reinstatement/dismissal/retirement since July 2006 

 

Of the 460 cases of interdicted officers that were processed during the period July 2006 to 

February 2010, 142 cases, representing 31 per cent, were finalised and they have already 

been paid some Rs 77 million during the period of interdiction, excluding amount paid on 

their reinstatement. 

 

Also, it was noted that 46 interdicted officers have been reported to have been retired, 

dismissed or passed away as shown in Table 30-4. 
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Table 30-4  Status of Interdicted Officers 

 

 

Status of interdicted 

officers 

Total 

number 

of officers 

Prior to 

June 

2006 

July 2006 to 

February 

2010 

Reinstated 142 110 32 

Retired 15 13 2 

Dismissed 26 25 1 

Passed away 6 5 1 

No data available 13 13 - 

Total 202 166 36 

Still interdicted 258 75 183 

Total 460 241 219 

 

 

The cost of interdiction is significant and is on the increase. There is much room for 

improvement. There is yet no proper control mechanism of the interdicted officers. 

 

 

30.1.4  Ministry’s Reply 

 

A series of measures have been taken for the setting up of  the Fast Tract Mechanism as 

follows:- 

 

 at the level of  the DPP’s Office, instructions have been issued for advice in criminal and 

disciplinary cases involving public officers to be tendered within one week of  receipt of 

the request for advice; 

 

 the Solicitor-General has issued instructions to all law officers for speedy handling of 

disciplinary cases involving public officers; 

 

 the Commissioner of  Police has already issued the necessary directives to Divisional 

Commanders and Branch Officers to personally monitor enquiries involving interdicted 

Public Officers and ensure that such cases are given priority and completed within a 

period of three months; 

 

 on 28 August 2008, the Public Service Commission issued a Circular clarifying the 

circumstances where an officer may be interdicted and at the same time invited all 

Responsible Officers to exercise their delegated power of  interdiction judiciously; and 

 

 in October 2008, the Chief Justice instructed all Magistrates to expedite the disposal  of  

such cases thereby possibly reducing the period of  interdiction on full pay of  public 

officers. 
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The Ministry of Civil Service and Administrative Reforms, which has again been consulted 

on the matter, has made the following observations:- 

 

 all cases of interdiction which could be disposed of have been attended to at departmental 

level following the advice of  the Director of  Public Prosecutions and dealt with by the 

respective Responsible Officers; 

 

 it is to be pointed out that all the pending cases of interdicted officers are of  criminal 

nature and are subjudice.  As such, disciplinary action cannot be initiated until the 

outcome of  the court proceedings, in accordance with the PSC Regulations; 

 

 though a Fast Track System has been put in place, it is not in a position to advise 

Ministries/Departments to deal with the disciplinary cases expeditiously as all the cases 

are of  criminal nature and therefore cannot be dealt with until they are disposed by the 

Court. 


